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THE AWARD WILL RECOGNIZE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICERS WITHIN FOUR CATEGORIES:

REFINING

PORTS & SHIPPING

TRADING

STORAGE

NEW SILK ROAD CEO OF THE YEAR 2017

About the Awards

GUIDELINES FOR THE SELECTION OF A SUCCESSFUL AWARD WINNER:

✔  A strong candidate will have made an exceptional impact on the energy sector with distinct personal achievements over at  
least 2 decades. 

✔  They should be an inspirational individual, and through a combination of contribution and leadership, their work will have reached far 
beyond their own actions and affected people, companies and/or nations across the South-South corridor.

✔  Who have made an exceptional impact on the energy industry with distinct personal achievements for a consistent and prolonged 
period of engagement.

✔  Who have demonstrated solutions that address the global challenges of energy security, energy access, integration, transparency 
and economic development.

Recognising a Chief Executive Officer with an outstanding record of achievement in the advancement  
of the international Energy industry and Interconnectivity across the South-South corridor.
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What Attributes Make a Succesful CEO?

SELECTION PROCESS
1.  Nominees provided by international stakeholders operating across the New Silk 

Road in the areas of Energy Trading, Storage, Shipping & Ports and Refining.

2.  A diverse range of a dozen relevant experts were invited to score all nominees 
according to four designated attributes: Impact, Leadership & Partnership, 
Innovative & Creative Thinking and Long-Term Vision.

3.  The 5 highest scoring nominees were placed on a shortlist and sent out to a wider 
industry audience of over 2,000 executives and officials operating on the New Silk 
Road downstream energy sector to Vote for their top candidates.

4.  The highest scoring nominee after a two week voting window is declared the winner 
of their category – New Silk Road CEO of the Year 2017 for Energy Trading, Storage, 
Shipping & Ports and Refining. (successful candidates must commit to attend the 
Gala Awards Ceremony on Sept. 18th, 2017 to be declared the winner).

5.  The Awards will be presented at the Gala Awards Dinner on September 18th at the 
Novotel Hotel, Fujairah - UAE.

Eligible nominees should demonstrate a number of attributes. Compiled together, the CEO must prove 
a successful legacy of Impact, innovation, Leadership & Long-term vision.  insight into how these 
attributes are measured is outlined below:

25% IMPACT 
✔  Clear, significant and sustained 

positive impact in the energy 
sector for at least 2 decades.

✔  Demonstrated commitment  
to further the advancement  
of the energy industry  
as a whole. 25% LEADERSHIP  

& PARTNERSHIP 
✔  Widely recognized as an outstanding 

and inspirational figure in their field. 
✔  Enabled collaborative relationships 

and helped steer South-South 
Synergies.25% INNOVATIVE & 

CREATIVE THINKING 
✔  Clear individual contribution 

to the development of 
innovative solutions, 
services or initiatives with 
tangible benefits.

25% LONG-TERM VISION 
✔  An exceptional impact on the energy 

industry with distinct personal 
achievements for a consistent and 
prolonged period of engagement.

✔  Clear vision for the long-term future  
of energy and its place and role in the 
world, which drives on-going work  
and new initiatives.

NEW SILK ROAD CEO OF THE YEAR 2017



4

Shortlisted Nominees

Ian Roper Taylor 
Chief Executive Officer & 

President, Vitol Holding B.V.

Torbjörn Törnqvist 
Chief Executive Officer 

Gunvor Group

Martin Fraenkel 
President

S&P Global Platts

Ivan Glasenberg 
Chief Executive Officer

Glencore

Ibrahim Al-Buainain 
Chief Executive of Trading Arm 

Saudi Aramco 

Andrew Tan 
Chief Executive Officer, Maritime 
and Port Authority of Singapore

Kenneth Hvid 
President  & CEO 

Teekay 

Captain Mousa Morad 
General Manager 
Port of Fujairah

Carsten Mortensen 
Group CEO 
BW Group

Capt. Xie Chunlin – President – 
Board Director, China Merchants 

Energy Shipping Co. Ltd

NEW SILK ROAD CEO OF THE YEAR 2017

STORAGEPORTS & SHIPPING

TRADING REFINING
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Eelco Hoekstra 
Chairman of the Executive Board 

and CEO, Royal Vopak

Wang Yupu – Chairman 
China Petrochemical Corporation 

(Sinopec Group)

P.K. Kapil 
Executive Director 

Reliance

Mr. Frederick Ivor Bendle 
Chief Executive Officer

HG Storage

Abdulaziz Abdulla Al Hajri 
Director, Downstream 

ADNOC

Sudhir Goyel 
Managing Director 

Gulf Petrochem

Sanjiv Singh 
Chairman 

Indian Oil Company

Md Arif Mahmood – Chief 
Executive Officer of Downstream 

& Executive VP, Petronas 

Rob Nijst 
Chief Executive Officer 
VTTI Energy Partners

Shortlisted Nominees

NEW SILK ROAD CEO OF THE YEAR 2017

STORAGEPORTS & SHIPPING

TRADING REFINING

Bakheet Al Rashidi
President & CEO

Kuwait Petroleum International Company
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NEW SILK ROAD CEO OF THE YEAR 2017

Gulf Intelligence is a strategic communications & research firm effective across the full value-chain of the 
Middle East Energy Sector. We facilitate knowledge exchange and advance the business interests of national 
and international stakeholders operational in the regional industry.



Forum Partners:

Tuesday, September 19th | 8:00am – 3:00pm  | Novotel Hotel, Fujairah, UAE

The 7th Gulf Intelligence  
Energy Markets Forum 2017

The Gulf Energy Sector Accelerates Retooling for 21st Century: How to 
Best Meet Opportunities & Challenges Presented by Asia’s Competitive 

Appetite & Growth?

Under the Patronage of 
His Highness Sheikh Hamad Bin Mohammed Al-Sharqi, The Ruler of Fujairah, UAE

Monday, September 18th | 7:00pm – 9.30pm  | Novotel Hotel, Fujairah, UAE

NEW SILK ROAD 
CEO OF THE YEAR 2017 

AWARDS
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Thegulfintelligence.com Middle East Energy Series
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